LESSON: ISAIAH 49.12-17

12 Behold, these shall come from
far: and, lo, these from the north and
from the west; and these from the
land of Sinim. 13 Sing, O heavens; and
be joyful, O earth; and break forth into
singing, O mountains: for the LORD
hath comforted his people, and will
have mercy upon his afflicted. 14 But
Zion said, The LORD hath forsaken me,
and my Lord hath forgotten me. 15
Can a woman forget her sucking child,
that she should not have compassion
on the son of her womb? yea, they
may forget, yet will I not forget thee.
16 Behold, I have graven thee upon
the palms of my hands; thy walls are
continually before me. 17 Thy chil-
dren shall make haste; thy destroyers
and they that made thee waste shall
go forth of thee.

EPISTLE: 1 THESSALONIANS 4.13-18

But I would not have you to be
ignorant, brethren, concerning them
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope. 14
For if we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so them also which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.
15 For this we say unto you by the
word of the Lord, that we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of
the Lord shall not prevent them which
are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then
we which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
18 Wherefore comfort one another
with these words.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 24.15-28

When ye therefore shall see the
abomination of desolation, spoken of
by Daniel the prophet, stand in the
holy place, (whoso readeth, let him
understand:) 16 Then let them which
be in Judaea flee into the mountains:
17 Let him which is on the housetop
not come down to take any thing out
of his house: 18 Neither let him which
is in the field return back to take his
clothes. 19 And woe unto them that
are with child, and to them that give
suck in those days! 20 But pray ye that
your flight be not in the winter, nei-
ther on the sabbath day: 21 For then
shall be great tribulation, such as was
not since the beginning of the world
to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22
And except those days should be
shortened, there should no flesh be
saved: but for the elect's sake those
days shall be shortened. 23 Then if
any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is
Christ, or there; believe it not. 24 For
there shall arise false Christs, and
false prophets, and shall shew great
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if
it were possible, they shall deceive the
very elect. 25 Behold, I have told you
before. 26 Wherefore if they shall say
unto you, Behold, he is in the desert;
go not forth: behold, he is in the se-
cret chambers; believe it not. 27 For as
the lightning cometh out of the east,
and shineth even unto the west; so
shall also the coming of the Son of
man be. 28 For wheresoever the car-
case is, there will the eagles be gath-
ered together.
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Signs of the End
He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
Matthew 24:13
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THIS WEEK

+ Today, 9:15am, Bible class

«  Tuesday, 7:30pm, Voters (Zoom)

«  Wednesday, 10am, Bible class

+ Thursday, 4pm, Confirmation
class

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Voters - don’t forget Tues-
day 7:30pm meeting via Zoom.

A 25 TRINITY PRAYER
by Veit Dietrich

Lord God, heavenly Father, we
most heartily thank Thee that by
Thy word Thou hast brought us out
of the darkness of Papacy into the
light of Thy grace: We beseech Thee,
mercifully help us to walk in that
light, guard us from all error and
false doctrine, and grant that we
may not, as the Jews, become un-
grateful and despise and persecute
Thy word, but receive it with all our
heart, govern our lives according to
it, and put all our trust in Thy grace
through the merit of Thy dear Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy
Ghost, one true God, world without
end. Amen.

NOTES & QUOTES

For when Christ ascended into
heaven, he established his kingdom
not only in Judea, but extended it
into all the world by means of the
Gospel, which is being preached and
heard everywhere. But we are doing

just like the Jews, we deny and per-
secute the Word of God, kill the
Christians who confess and preach
this Gospel, as at the first the Ro-
mans, and afterwards to the present
day, the Pope, bishops, princes,
monks and priests do. This has now
been done, for more than five hun-
dred years, and no one was allowed
to preach the Word of God, unless
they repeated from the pulpit the
text of the Gospel for a mere show,
and afterwards brought out of it or
put into it the mere doctrines of
men, If anyone opposed it, they rose
against him with fire and sword and
suppressed it. And it avails nothing,
how they are warned and frightened
by words and signs; they still stand
in their pride, storm and rage
against it as lunatics, so that God
will ever have sufficient reason to
destroy them finally and eternally at
the last day.

Sermons of Martin Luther - The
Church Postils, Vol. 5. Sermon for
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Trinity,
pp- 370f

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
« Psalms - 74-80

o  OT - Ezekiel 12-18
o NT -1 Corinthians 10-16



