
LESSON: ISAIAH 11.1-5 

 1 And there shall come forth a rod 
out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch 
shall grow out of his roots: 2 And the 
spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and of the fear of the 
LORD; 3 And shall make him of quick 
understanding in the fear of the LORD: 
and he shall not judge after the sight of 
his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing 
of his ears: 4 But with righteousness shall 
he judge the poor, and reprove with equi-
ty for the meek of the earth: and he shall 
smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips shall he 
slay the wicked. 5 And righteousness 
shall be the girdle of his loins, and faith-
fulness the girdle of his reins. 

EPISTLE: GALATIANS 4.1-7 

 1 Now I say, That the heir, as long 
as he is a child, differeth nothing from a 
servant, though he be lord of all; 2 But is 
under tutors and governors until the time 
appointed of the father. 3 Even so we, 
when we were children, were in bondage 
under the elements of the world: 4 But 
when the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem 
them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons. 6 
And because ye are sons, God hath sent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 Wherefore 
thou art no more a servant, but a son; and 
if a son, then an heir of God through 
Christ. 

GOSPEL: LUKE 2.22-40 

 22 And when the days of her purifi-
cation according to the law of Moses 
were accomplished, they brought him to 
Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; 23 
(As it is written in the law of the Lord, 
Every male that openeth the womb shall 
be called holy to the Lord;) 24 And to 
offer a sacrifice according to that which 

is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons. 
 25 And, behold, there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and 
the same man was just and devout, wait-
ing for the consolation of Israel: and the 
Holy Ghost was upon him. 26 And it was 
revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, 
that he should not see death, before he 
had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he 
came by the Spirit into the temple: and 
when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him after the custom of 
the law, 28 Then took he him up in his 
arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 
in peace, according to thy word: 30 For 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 31 
Which thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people; 32 A light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
Israel. 
 33 And Joseph and his mother mar-
velled at those things which were spoken 
of him. 34 And Simeon blessed them, 
and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, 
this child is set for the fall and rising 
again of many in Israel; and for a sign 
which shall be spoken against; 35 (Yea, a 
sword shall pierce through thy own soul 
also,) that the thoughts of many hearts 
may be revealed. 36 And there was one 
Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of 
a great age, and had lived with an hus-
band seven years from her virginity; 37 
And she was a widow of about fourscore 
and four years, which departed not from 
the temple, but served God with fastings 
and prayers night and day. 38 And she 
coming in that instant gave thanks like-
wise unto the Lord, and spake of him to 
all them that looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem. 39 And when they had per-
formed all things according to the law of 
the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to 
their own city Nazareth. 40 And the child 
grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom: and the grace of God was 
upon him.
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Old Simeon 
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace; 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation. 
Luke 2.29-30



THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lutheran Hymnal, pp. 15-31 

Prelude 
Opening HYMN     # 136 
Confession through Creed    pp. 15-22 
 Introit, Collect     p. 56, 57 
 Lessons     (Back page) 
 Gradual     p. 57 
 Nicene Creed     p. 22 
HYMN of the Day     # 81 
Sermon 
Offertory      p. 22 
 Offering and # 441verse 1 
General Prayer 
Communicant members in good standing in this and other Missouri Synod 
congregations (and other synods in fellowship with us) may commune at this 
altar after making your presence known to the Pastor. 

Communion HYMN     # 123 
Preface through Distribution    pp. 24-29 
Post-communion     pp. 29-31 
Closing DOXOLOGY     # 644 
Postlude 

TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS - are  

THIS WEEK: 

• no events scheduled 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 Sunday School and Bible class begin on January 8th at 9 
& 9:15am. Wednesday Bible class begins on January 11th at 
10am. Confirmation class resumes on January 8th after church. 

A SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
by Veit Dietrich 

 O almighty and everlasting God, mercifully direct our 
ways, that we may walk in Thy law, and be made to abound in 
good works: through Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, one true 
God, world without end. Amen. 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS: 
• Psalms: 2-8 
• Old Testament: Ezekiel 15-21 
• New Testament: 1 Corinthians 14-16; 2 Corinthians 1-4


