Lesson: Isaiah 55.10-13

10 For as the rain cometh down,
and the snow from heaven, and returneth not
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it
bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to
the sower, and bread to the eater: 11 So shall
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 12 For
ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with
peace: the mountains and the hills shall break
forth before you into singing, and all the trees
of the field shall clap their hands. 13 Instead of
the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead
of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and
it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 11:19-12:9

19 For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye
yourselves are wise. 20 For ye suffer, if a man bring
you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take
of you, if a man exalt himself, if a man smite you on
the face. 21 I speak as concerning reproach, as
though we had been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever
any is bold, (I speak foolishly,) I am bold also. 22 Are
they Hebrews? so am 1. Are they Israelites? so am L.
Are they the seed of Abraham? so am 1. 23 Are they
ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in
labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in
prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 24 Of the Jews
five times received I forty stripes save one. 25 Thrice
was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I
suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in
the deep; 26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters,
in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own country-
men, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in
perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils
among false brethren; 27 In weariness and painful-
ness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in
fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside
those things that are without, that which cometh upon
me daily, the care of all the churches. 29 Who is
weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I
burn not? 30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the
things which concern mine infirmities. 31 The God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed
for evermore, knoweth that I lie not. 32 In Damascus
the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of
the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to appre-
hend me: 33 And through a window in a basket was I
let down by the wall, and escaped his hands. 12:1 It
is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will
come to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 T knew
a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in
the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I
cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to
the third heaven. 3 And I knew such a man, (whether
in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God
knoweth;) 4 How that he was caught up into par-

adise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not
lawful for a man to utter. 5 Of such an one will I
glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine
infirmities. 6 For though I would desire to glory, I
shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I
forbear, lest any man should think of me above that
which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 7
And lest I should be exalted above measure through
the abundance of the revelations, there was given to
me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to
buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 8
For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might
depart from me. 9 And he said unto me, My grace is
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me.

Gospel: Luke 8:4-15

4 And when much people were
gathered together, and were come to him out
of every city, he spake by a parable: 5 A sower
went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed,
some fell by the way side; and it was trodden
down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. 6
And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it
was sprung up, it withered away, because it
lacked moisture. 7 And some fell among
thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and
choked it. 8 And other fell on good ground,
and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold.
And when he had said these things, he cried,
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 9 And
his disciples asked him, saying, What might
this parable be? 10 And he said, Unto you it is
given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of
God: but to others in parables; that seeing they
might not see, and hearing they might not
understand. 11 Now the parable is this: The
seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the way
side are they that hear; then cometh the devil,
and taketh away the word out of their hearts,
lest they should believe and be saved. 13 They
on the rock are they, which, when they hear,
receive the word with joy; and these have no
root, which for a while believe, and in time of
temptation fall away. 14 And that which fell
among thorns are they, which, when they have
heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and
riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no
fruit to perfection. 15 But that on the good
ground are they, which in an honest and good
heart, having heard the word, keep it, and
bring forth fruit with patience.
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The Four-fold Field
Today, if ye will hear His voice
harden not your hearts.
Psalm 95
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Morning Service Without Communion This Week
The Lutheran Hymnal, pp. 5-14
* Today, 9 & 9:15am, Sunday School & Bible class
* Today, after church, voters’ meeting

Prelude *  Wednesday, 10am, Bible class
Opening HYMN #5
Confession through Collect pp- 5-9 Announcements
| Introit, C.ollect p. 61 Ash Wednesday is on February 22, 2023. We will have

Lectionary Readings (back cover) pp. 10-11 Matins & Vespers at 10am and 7:30pm at the church.

Gradual p. 61

Apostles’ Creed p. 12 A Sexagesima Prayer
HYMN of the Day #1294 by Veit Dietrich
Sermon Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank Thee, that through
Offertory p. 12 Thy Son Jesus Christ Thou hast sown Thy holy word among us:
Offerings We pray that Thou wilt prepare our hearts by Thy Holy Spirit,

We give Thee but Thine Own # 441, vs. | that we may diligently and reverently hear Thy word, keep it in
The General Prayer good hearts, and bring forth fruit with patience; and that we may
The Lord’s P 14 not incline to sin, but subdue it by Thy power, and in all persecu-

¢ . ord's Frayet p- tions comfort ourselves with Thy grace and continual help,

Closing collect p. 14 through Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who liveth and
Benediction p. 14 reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world
Closing DOXOLOGY # 644 without end. Amen.
Postlude

Weekly Bible Readings

e Psalms - 44-50
e (Old Testament - Daniel 9-12; Hosea 1-3

TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS - are given to the glory of God by e New Testament - 2 Thessalonians 1-3; 1 Timothy 1-4

Cheryl Southern.



