Lesson: Malachi 3.1-6

Behold, I will send my mes-
senger, and he shall prepare the way
before me: and the Lord, whom ye
seek, shall suddenly come to his
temple, even the messenger of the
covenant, whom ye delight in: be-
hold, he shall come, saith the LORD
of hosts. 2 But who may abide the
day of his coming? and who shall
stand when he appeareth? for he is
like a refiner's fire, and like fullers'
soap: 3 And he shall sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver: and he shall
purify the sons of Levi, and purge
them as gold and silver, that they
may offer unto the LORD an offering
in righteousness. 4 Then shall the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem be
pleasant unto the LORD, as in the
days of old, and as in former years. 5
And I will come near to you to
judgment; and I will be a swift wit-
ness against the sorcerers, and
against the adulterers, and against
false swearers, and against those that
oppress the hireling in his wages, the
widow, and the fatherless, and that
turn aside the stranger from his right,
and fear not me, saith the LORD of
hosts. 6 For I am the LORD, I
change not; therefore ye sons of Ja-
cob are not consumed.

Epistle: I Corinthians 4:1-5

1 Let a man so account of
us, as of the ministers of Christ, and
stewards of the mysteries of God. 2
Moreover it is required in stewards,
that a man be found faithful. 3 But
with me it is a very small thing that I
should be judged of you, or of man's
judgment: yea, I judge not mine own
self. 4 For I know nothing by myself;
yet am I not hereby justified: but he

that judgeth me is the Lord. 5 There-
fore judge nothing before the time,
until the Lord come, who both will
bring to light the hidden things of
darkness, and will make manifest the
counsels of the hearts: and then shall
every man have praise of God.

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-10

2 Now when John had heard
in the prison the works of Christ, he
sent two of his disciples, 3 And said
unto him, Art thou he that should
come, or do we look for another? 4
Jesus answered and said unto them,
Go and shew John again those things
which ye do hear and see: 5 The
blind receive their sight, and the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised
up, and the poor have the gospel
preached to them. 6 And blessed is
he, whosoever shall not be offended
in me. 7 And as they departed, Jesus
began to say unto the multitudes
concerning John, What went ye out
into the wilderness to see? A reed
shaken with the wind? 8 But what
went ye out for to see? A man
clothed in soft raiment? behold, they
that wear soft clothing are in kings'
houses. 9 But what went ye out for to
see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you,
and more than a prophet. 10 For this
is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I
send my messenger before thy face,
which shall prepare thy way before
thee.
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Third Sunday in Advent

December 15, 2024

Our Lord’s Forerunner
Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Isaiah 40:3



THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION
The Lutheran Hymnal, pp. 15-31

Prelude

Opening HYMN #61

Confession through Creed pp. 15-22
Introit, Collect p. 54,55
Lessons (Back page)
Gradual p. 55
Nicene Creed p. 22

HYMN of the Day # 62

Sermon

Offertory p. 22

Offering and # 44 1verse 1

General Prayer

Communicant members in good standing in this and other Missouri Synod
congregations (and other synods in fellowship with us) may commune at this
altar after making your presence known to the Pastor.

Communion Hymn # 63
Preface through Distribution pp. 24-29
Post-communion pp. 29-31
Closing DOXOLOGY # 644
Postlude

TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS - are given to the glory of God by the
Roberts. BAPTISTRY FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by
Gail Franko.

THIS WEEK:

¢ Today, 9 & 9:15am, Sunday School & Bible class
¢ Wednesday, 10am, Bible class

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The Angels’ Candle is lit today to call to mind the minstry
of the angels, particularly in the events surrounding the birth of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Christmas Schedule
Tuesday, December 24th
Evening - Christmas Eve Vespers, 7:30pm
Christmas Day - Wednesday December 25th
Holy Communion, 10:30am

A 3 ADVENT PRAYER
by Veit Dietrich

Lord God, heavenly Father, who didst suffer Thy Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, to become man, and to come into the world, that He might
destroy the works of the devil, deliver us poor offenders from sin and
death, and give us everlasting life: We beseech Thee so to rule and gov-
ern our hearts by Thy Holy Spirit, that we may seek no other refuge
than His word, and thus avoid all offense to which, by nature, we are
inclined, in order that we may always be found among the faithful fol-
lowers of Thy Son, Jesus Christ, and by faith in Him obtain eternal sal-
vation, through the same, Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, one true God, world
without end. Amen.

THIS WEEK’S READINGS:

e Psalms: 120-126
¢ Old Testament: Isaiah 11-17
e New Testament: Revelation 11-17



