
 LESSON: ISAIAH 40.1-8


	 1 Comfort ye, comfort ye my 
people, saith your God. 2 Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry 
unto her, that her warfare is accom-
plished, that her iniquity is pardoned: 
for she hath received of the LORD'S 
hand double for all her sins. 3 The 
voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
LORD, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. 4 Every valley 
shall be exalted, and every mountain 
and hill shall be made low: and the 
crooked shall be made straight, and 
the rough places plain: 5 And the 
glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together: for 
the mouth of the LORD hath spoken 
it. 6 The voice said, Cry. And he said, 
What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, 
and all the goodliness thereof is as 
the flower of the field: 7 The grass 
withereth, the flower fadeth: because 
the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon 
it: surely the people is grass. 8 The 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth: 
but the word of our God shall stand 
for ever.


EPISTLE: PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7


	 4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Rejoice. 5 Let your mod-
eration be known unto all men. The 
Lord is at hand. 6 Be careful for 
nothing; but in every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known 
unto God. 7 And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.


GOSPEL: JOHN 1:19-28


	 19 And this is the record of John, 
when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
Who art thou? 20 And he confessed, 
and denied not; but confessed, I am 
not the Christ. 21 And they asked 
him, What then? Art thou Elias? And 
he saith, I am not. Art thou that 
prophet? And he answered, No. 22 
Then said they unto him, Who art 
thou? that we may give an answer to 
them that sent us. What sayest thou 
of thyself? 23 He said, I am the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make straight the way of the Lord, as 
said the prophet Esaias. 24 And they 
which were sent were of the Phar-
isees. 25 And they asked him, and 
said unto him, Why baptizest thou 
then, if thou be not that Christ, nor 
Elias, neither that prophet? 26 John 
answered them, saying, I baptize 
with water: but there standeth one 
among you, whom ye know not; 27 
He it is, who coming after me is pre-
ferred before me, whose shoe's latch-
et I am not worthy to unloose. 28 
These things were done in Bethabara 
beyond Jordan, where John was bap-
tizing.
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The Approaching Joy

My soul doth magnify the LORD, 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior

Luke 1.46-47
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Morning Service Without Communion

The Lutheran Hymnal, pp. 5-14


Prelude

Opening HYMN	 	 	 	 	 # 66

Confession through Collect 	 	 	 	 pp. 5-9

	 Introit, Collect 	 	 	 	 p. 55

Lectionary Readings (back cover) 	 	 	 pp. 10-11

	 Gradual 	 	 	 	 	 p. 55

	 Apostles’ Creed 	 	 	 	 p. 12

HYMN of the Day	 	 	 	 	 # 75

Sermon

Offertory 	 	 	 	 	 	 p. 12

Offerings

	 We give Thee but Thine Own # 441, vs. 1

The General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer 	 	 	 	 	 p. 14

Closing collect 	 	 	 	 	 p. 14

Benediction 	 	 	 	 	 	 p. 14

Closing DOXOLOGY		 	 	 	 # 644

Postlude


TODAY’S ALTAR & BAPTISTRY FLOWERS - are given to the glory 
of God by the Terjesens.


THIS WEEK


• Tuesday, 7:30, Christmas Eve Vespers

• Wednesday, 10:30am, Christmas Holy Communion


ANNOUNCEMENTS


	 The Shepherds’ Candle is lit today to remind us that it 
was ordinary people like you and me who heard the joyous 
Christmas Gospel from the angel of the Lord.


A 4 ADVENT PRAYER

by Veit Dietrich


	 Lord God, heavenly Father, it is meet and right that we 
should give thanks unto Thee, that Thou hast given us a more glori-
ous baptism than that of John the Baptist, and hast therein promised 
us the remission of sins, the Holy Spirit, and everlasting life through 
Thy Son, Jesus Christ: Preserve us, we beseech Thee, in such faith 
in Thy grace and mercy, that we may never doubt Thy promise, but 
be comforted by the same in all temptations: and grant us Thy Holy 
Spirit that we may renounce sin, and ever continue in the right-
eousness bestowed upon us in baptism, until by Thy grace we obtain 
eternal salvation, through the same, Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, 
one true God, world without end. Amen.


WEEKLY BIBLE READINGS


• Psalms - 127-133

• Old Testament - Isaiah 18-24

• New Testament - Revelation 18-22; Matthew 1-2


