The Order of Vespers
Laetare Wednesday 2022, pp. 41-45

P: O Lord, open Thou my lips.

C: And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise.

P: Make haste, 0 God, to deliver me.

C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be: world without end. Amen.

Psalm 124, p. 153

LIf it had not been the LORD who was on our side, now may
Israel say;

2If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when men
rose up against us:

3 Then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was
kindled against us:

4 Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had gone
over our soul:

5 Then the proud waters had gone over our soul.

6 Blessed be the LORD, who hath not given us as a prey to their
teeth.

7 Qur soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers:
the snare is broken, and we are escaped.

8 Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and
earth.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be: world without end. Amen.

The Lesson: Matthew 21.33-46

33 Hear another parable: There was a certain house-
holder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about,
and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out
to husbandmen, and went into a far country: 3¢ And when the
time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the hus-
bandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. 35 And the
husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed an-
other, and stoned another. 36 Again, he sent other servants
more than the first: and they did unto them likewise. 37 But
last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will rever-
ence my son. 38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they
said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him,
and let us seize on his inheritance. 32 And they caught him,
and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him. 4 When the
lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto
those husbandmen? 41 They say unto him, He will miserably
destroy those wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto
other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in their
seasons. 42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the
scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is
become the head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it
is marvellous in our eyes? 43 Therefore say I unto you, The
kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation
bringing forth the fruits thereof. 44 And whosoever shall fall

on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall,
it will grind him to powder. 45 And when the chief priests and
Pharisees had heard his parables, they perceived that he
spake of them. 46 But when they sought to lay hands on him,
they feared the multitude, because they took him for a
prophet.

After each:

P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to Thee, O Lord.

Hymn # 151

1. Christ, the Life of all the living,
Christ, the Death of death, our foe,
Who, Thyself for me once giving
To the darkest depths of woe,--
Through thy sufferings, death, and merit
I eternal life inherit:
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

2. Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee
Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee,
0 Thou sinless Son of God!

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver

From the bonds of sin forever.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

3. Thou hast borne the smiting only
That my wounds might all be whole;
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely,
Rest to give my weary soul;

Yea, the curse of God enduring,
Blessing unto me securing.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

4, Heartless scoffers did surround Thee,
Treating Thee with shameful scorn,

And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee.
All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne

That as Thine Thou mightest own me

And with heavenly glory crown me.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

5. Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee
That from pain I might be free;

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee,--
Thence I gain security;

Comfortless Thy soul did languish

Me to comfort in my anguish.

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.



6. Thou hast suffered great affliction
And hast borne it patiently,

Even death by crucifixion,

Fully to atone for me;

Thou didst choose to be tormented
That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

7. Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,

For Thine anguish in the Garden,

1 will thank Thee evermore,

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,

For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,

For that last triumphant cry,

And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. Amen.

Sermon

P: Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense:
C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

C: Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, ac-
cording to thy word:

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;

A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people
Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be: world without end. Amen.

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name; Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heav-
en; gove us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil,;
for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with thy spirit.

Several collects are prayed, concluding with the Collect for Peace.
After each, the Amen is sung or said.

COLLECT FOR PEACE

0 God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all
just works do proceed, give unto Thy servants that peace
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey Thy commandments, and also that we, being defended
by Thee from the fear of our enemies, may pass our time in
rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our
Savior, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy

Ghost, ever one God, world without end.
C: Amen.

P: Bless we the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all.
C: Amen.



