The Order of Vespers (Lent), pp. 41-45

P: O Lord, open Thou my lips.

C: And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise.

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.

C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

Psalm 77, p. 139

1 I cried unto God with my voice, even unto God with my
voice; and he gave ear unto me.

2 In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord: my sore ran in
the night, and ceased not: my soul refused to be comforted.

3 I remembered God, and was troubled: I complained, and
my spirit was overwhelmed. Selah.

4 Thou holdest mine eyes waking: I am so troubled that I
cannot speak.

5 T have considered the days of old, the years of ancient
times.

6 I call to remembrance my song in the night: I commune
with mine own heart: and my spirit made diligent search.

7 Will the Lord cast off for ever? and will he be favourable
no more?

8 Is his mercy clean gone for ever? doth his promise fail for
evermore?

9 Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger shut
up his tender mercies? Selah.

10 And I said, This is my infirmity: but I will remember the
years of the right hand of the most High.

11 I will remember the works of the LORD: surely I will re-
member thy wonders of old.

12 I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings.
13 Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a
God as our God?

14 Thou art the God that doest wonders: thou hast declared
thy strength among the people.

15 Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy people, the sons
of Jacob and Joseph. Selah.

16 The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee; they
were afraid: the depths also were troubled.

17 The clouds poured out water: the skies sent out a sound:
thine arrows also went abroad.

18 The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven: the lightnings
lightened the world: the earth trembled and shook.

19 Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters,
and thy footsteps are not known.

20 Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses
and Aaron.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

The Lesson(s)

Genesis 3.1-24

1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the
field which the LORD God had made.

And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall
not eat of every tree of the garden? 2 And the woman said unto
the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 3
But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden,
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest
ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not sure-
ly die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil. 6 And when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to
be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and
did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made
themselves aprons.

8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid them-
selves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of
the garden. 9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said
unto him, Where art thou? 10 And he said, I heard thy voice in
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid my-
self. 11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast
thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou
shouldest not eat? 12 And the man said, The woman whom thou
gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 13
And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou
hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I
did eat.

14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou
hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every
beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt
thou eat all the days of thy life: 15 And I will put enmity be-
tween thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sor-
row and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth chil-
dren; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule
over thee.

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened
unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I
commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of
thy life; 18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee;
and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 19 In the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out
of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
return.

20 And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because she was
the mother of all living. 21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did
the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.

22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as
one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his
hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:
23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of
Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 24 So he
drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of
Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way,
to keep the way of the tree of life.



After each:

P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to Thee, O Lord.

Hymn # 144

1. Jesus, grant that balm and healing
In Thy holy wounds I find,

Ev'ry hour that I am feeling

Pains of body and of mind.

Should some evil tho't within,
Tempt my treach'rous heart to sin,
Show the peril, and from sinning
Keep me ere its first beginning.

2. Should some lust or sharp temptation
Prove too strong for flesh and blood,
Let me think upon Thy Passion,

And the breach is soon made good.

Or should Satan press me hard,

Let me then be on my guard,

Saying, "Christ for me was wounded,"
That the Tempter flee confounded.

3. If the world my heart entices
On the broad and easy road
With its mirth and luring vices
Let me think upon the load
Thou didst carry and endure
That I flee all tho'ts impure,
Banishing each wild emotion,
Calm and blest in my devotion.

4. Ev'ry wound that pains or grieves me,
By Thy stripes, Lord, is made whole;
When I'm faint, Thy Cross revives me,
Granting new life to my soul.

Yea, Thy comfort renders sweet

Ev'ry bitter cup I meet;

For Thy all-atoning Passion

Has procured my soul's salvation.

5. O my God, my Rock and Tower,
Grant that in Thy death I trust,
Knowing Death has lost his power
Since Thou trodd'st him in the dust.
Savior, let Thine agony

Ever help and comfort me;

When I die be my Protection,

Light and Life and Resurrection. Amen.

Sermon

P: Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense:
C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

C: Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, ac-
cording to thy word:

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;

A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people
Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world
without end. Amen.

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name; Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
gove us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespass-
es, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation; but deliver us from evil; for Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with thy spirit.

Several collects are prayed, concluding with the Collect for
Peace. After each, the Amen is sung or said.

COLLECT FOR PEACE

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all
just works do proceed, give unto Thy servants that peace which
the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Thy
commandments, and also that we, being defended by Thee from
the fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who liveth and
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world
without end.

C: Amen.

P: Bless we the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all.
C: Amen.

Doxology



